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“Even Daddies need Daddies
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At lelt. we see Big Daddy in Tennesee Williams‘ Cat on a Hot Tin Root. As played

by Burl Ives. he was big. bellowing. brilliant—but not exactly the kind ol big daddy

we're talking about in this article. At right. we see a man in a T-shirt. Bingo. you

win. go to the head ol the class. This is exactly the kind oi big daddy we're talking

about! Oh. he may not live lorever in the annals oi literature but hell. he'll always

have a warm bed and a hot meal at our place. (Probably in that order.)

COLLECTONDANPATTARSON

-a-“-\D
/1-¢._,-.'

/4.‘.

HDUV1



l

PHUIUS FROM IHE DAN PATIARSON CO1 l HQHON

1

_ I

Daddies are upstanding and shoot Daddies know how to handle prob-

their guns straight. Oi course. we lems Oi course they're not God and

may need a couple oi demonstra- they can't handle everything. But

lions Naturally, we'll go through a daddies usually come through—il
lot oi malarky about gritting our teeth necessary, on a wing and a prayer

and biting our lip and suppressing a True. it helps ii they're also on

cry. But we always ask tor one more speaking terms with Jeh0vah—-but

show Cool and poised. a good this is an optional lealure and noi to

daddy will shoot oil again—and be expected in all models.

won't let up until we shoot oll too.
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Daddies are the

whose kindness w

they open it and it

their T-shirts. ln a

tend to be wet. Th

about them we mo

kind oi strangers

e most like to

depend on. Also. daddies sweat a lot

or they shake a bottle oi beer belore

iizzes all over

ny case. daddies

al's another thing

st like to depend on

Daddies are direct and to the

point. ll they have anything up their

sleeves it's usually great arms
Don‘t get your daddy mad. son.

Those arms are weapons But when

they wrap around you on a rainy

night. they can be as warm and vul-

nerable as two little babies searching
\ lOl 3 |llI|6 SUCCOF

his son ridingbackwards playing with the stud. Young Daddies have a cockiness. girls in B-movies always wanted a Sugar
buttons on Daddy's belly. Older Daddies have a quiet pride. So when Daddy. Gay men relate more to show-biz

At swimming pools: Daddy, showering any Daddy has his stutl togetne,_ rm ay sentiments than any other group. So we
with a lullgrown man’s lingering pleasure softy with a bone-on. Nothing, I mean A ' understand when the real-lite mom of
i "Y6 "aid $Pl'8Y, While his 8hlV9fi"9 Kid. nothing, gives meahard-on likea left hand i Dallas‘ J.R., Mary Martin, sang it all in the
wet and naked, arms wrapped tight around with a wedding ring! ‘ ' , 1930s: “if l invite! some guy some night! to
his own body that's a small version of WHERE'S POPPA? dine on my tine linnan haddiell just adore
D8d'$~ is Bl/9'|6VB| Wllh "19 8089!! D59 Lots of gay men are looking for Daddy. him asking for more! ‘cause my heart be-

Dady-dl¢l< "W1 701" Yeafs beffe 5'10! lhe Not to get into all the psychologically -longs to Daddy." And then ‘she sang,
kid into life. _, heavy reasons but to stay with the lightly "Daddy, l want a diamond ring, fancy cars,

M6" Wh° dale 10 lath" Kids 5" W8 dill symbolic and physical pleasures, the expensive things. . . . Daddy, you'll always
and age are a special breed. They are The Daddy Trip is a Pop fantasy as old as -'€'eIe~ get the best from me." And then Debbie's
$6°dbei\fe'$- They "K6 10 $h0W 0" their machus looking tor his Dad, Ulysses. And Eddie, who is Carrie Fisher’s Daddy, sang
sons: the living prool that the old man's a Annie looking tor Daddy Warbucks. Show- "0 Mine Papa! To me you are so wonder-

IN TOUCH FOR MEN 29
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full" He took the airwaves by storm during
the Fifties when Eisenhower had been

elected to be the Daddy of Us All, after
having led the boys to victory in WWII.

For the most part, American Daddies

are an endangered species; that's the

secret of their romance. The fathers of

Tennessee Williams die of cancer (Cat on

a Hot Tin Roof) or work for the phone com-

pany where they fall in love with long dis-

tance and are never heard from again (The

Glass Menagerie). If cancer and jobs don‘t
get them then Mommie Dearest will. In

Albee‘s American Dream, Daddy exists
mainly to support Mommie who only

wants to set her fanny in a tub of butter.
Truly, Arthur Kopit‘s Off-Broadway title
says it all: O Dad, Poor Dad! Mama ‘s Hung

You in the Closet and I'm Feeling So Sad!

Our whole culture seems to cry out as one:

There is a shortage of Daddies in America!

And that which is rare is always that which

is precious.
IN PRAISE OF MATURE

GAY DADDY BEARS
Gay men use their sex lives to fill in the

blanks of their backgrounds. As the Baby

Boom grows older, lots of Gay Babies
have reached their own maturity. To make

a come-on out of necessity, the bar-street
concept of Daddy Bear/Baby Bear cruising
makes a match on both generational sides
of the Daddy Trip. The Cult of Bailing
Mature Gay Men is in full swing. In bars,

when a guy sights a hot man in his late

thirties or forties, you often hear the excla-

mation: "Daddy!" All this proves that gay

tastes are maturing from chicken through
veal to beef. After all, a hot man can be in

any decade of his life—as long as he does
that decade as hot as he can. Some men,

like good wine and fine cheese, improve
with age.

Creating our own extended families, we

play sons and fathers in our sex scenarios.
The incest taboo is often whispered
quietly when a man sort of mumbles
“Daddy” to another man while they em-

brace. If his partner picks up the fantasy
thread, all the excitement of breaking the

incest taboo occurs. One "Son" in San

Francisco showed up at his "Daddy's" in

seersucker shorts, hightop sneakers with
knee sox. a Marvel heroes white teeshirt
and a Little League cap. Daddy took him

out to Fleishhacker Zoo and tied a balloon
to his wrist. They watched two leopards
go at each other and then Daddy and Son

drove home and played likewise.
Why not? Most of gay sex is psycho-

drama that feels good.
Since we're not “Procreational Chauvin-

ists," we can afford to be “Recreational
Sensualists."

IN PRAISE OF
STRAIGHT DADDIES

When I taught at a Michigan university, I

spent half my free time balling real genetic
Daddies: young, hung, overheated and

underventilated guys that I picked up in

the gym showerroom. Many were freshly
returned Viet-Vet students. Others were



faculty colleagues who wanted to have a

man-to-man experience. I didn't have to
take out an ad in the Kalamazoo Gazette-
but then I also lived my life uncloseted.
Because of this, any genteel colleague
who wanted a discreet same-sex experi-
ence knew what number to phone.

At certain faculty dinner parties, with
assorted kiddies playing on the stairs and
wives klatching in the kitchen, I had slept
with several of the "experimenting" hus-
bands. Life was something like Virginia
Woolf where George advises Nick to plow
a few pertinent faculty wives to get ahead.
l never fucked to move from assistant to
associate professor but I certainly plowed
a few pertinent faculty Daddies! And was
plowed by them!

I asked one professor, who had known
all his life that he preferred men, why he
had married and fathered a family. “I'm
just enough older than you," he said, “that
I didn't have the climate of liberation. At
the time I could have come out, to be gay
meant a life of bars and nelly queens. I

hate both." He meant that pre-lib limpstyle
wasn't for him. I liked him. He was an hon-
est, sensitive man, a real fathering Seed-
bearer who looked the way Daddies are
supposed to look and who sported one of
the biggest uncut cocks in captivity!

Straight Daddies—-be they professors_
or plumbers—are available only on a lim-
ited basis. Bluecollar Daddies, for in-
stance, show up at reststops and book-
stores around 3:30 PM when the shifts
change at factories and construction
sites. The day before Mother's Day, like
the days before Christmas, are good for
Daddies because they can use the holiday
as an excuse to go out shopping for a few
hours to buy some presents. Alone. At the
Mall. At your apartment door. Daddies,
since their time is taken up by work and
family, want their nut off NOW when they
call or pull in the drive and ring the door-
bell!

DADDY-FIX
Daddies are real Men-in-Authority. So in

a sense, a Daddy is the Ultimate Male Role
Model. No matter what else our parents
raised us to be, doctors/lawyers/chiefs,
they all presumed, maybe without saying
it, that we'd be Daddies. But we‘re not. So
we are fascinated by the Daddy Mystique.
I stare in wonder when the Gay Fathers
march in the Freedom Day Parade. Do they
have a secret? Daddies are supposed to
know everything and be able to fix any-
thing.

It's natural for gay men, most of whom
live the Peter-Pan Syndrome, to have a

thing for grown-up men who've dared to
assume their place in the adult male
world: Coaches, cops. Dl‘s, construction
workers—all the men of erotic fantasy fit
in here. They’re all Men-in-Authority. And
authority, after all, is the Ultimate Atti-
tude. Authority is what comes when a man
assumes he has power/potency until
someone else informs him otherwise. A
man who assumes authority in America is
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rarelytold otherwise. He's an ldeal.A Man- For six months. Long, lingering, solitary need love and reassurance and play they

in-Authority is a man in control, he is the J/O sessions. Daddy rubbing his own can only get from another man.

pitcher not the catcher. the Top not the body, cupping his jock, playing his own MY OWN DAD

Bottom. He leads in the dance. He never tits, | wQr$hip good Daddies, l bump into

leaves his Cake Out in the rain! He never pulled the shade. l don't think them at flea markets and at athletic events

MY DAD CAN he ever thought to. He never even looked just so l can physically touch them, I like

WHIP YOUR DAD! across the lane into my apartment. Daddies not because I didn’t have one but

Seedbearers walk with an attitude 0hiY One summer afternoon, his wife left and because I had such a good one, My own

a Breeder can have. This One Daddy i bait he went at himself: jockstrap, oil, a Dad was strong and big, avarsity jock who

UP ih Sehelha Cduhty has tel" kids ahd clothes pin on each nipple. My kinky self married the cheerleader, my mother, and

two dogs. He won't breed One d09 be- could stand it no longer. I grabbed an then went on to work construction. I like

CGUSG he diSiik6S itS temperament. H6'S extra jockstrap and some poppers and ran Daddies because my Dad he|d me on his

hi°WihQ ett ahedt 9iVih9 at ieaet tW0 °t his down the stairs and leaned up against my lap, up against his big chest, swaying in a

Kids aWaY- Aii his taik ahedt his it-'9iat$ building, provocative as Cat Woman in the creaking porch swing on warm summer

boils dewn t0 hdth a blag ahd a hitch afternoon sunshine. I put out so much nightsinthe Midwest.

abeut hie maie P°teheY-“'$0i<aY With Fhei energy he had to notice. l willed him to his While the women, oft in the kitchen

seedheatihg Breeders ¢a"Y fieh i0ad$ Oi window. Sure enough, he came and looked making dessert, quietly laughed and

sn0W'White Qeiatihdtle $Pe"h ih theit bait" out. I raised my jockstrap to my mouth, bit talked, I sat with him and the other men.

heatih9- bi9'ha$i<eted DaddYPaei<$- Bait" it and walked across the lane, up his steps their voices deep and serious in the quiet

ihg Daddies is iike baiting 3 ihah Whd'$ and rang his bell. dark. Rocking in my Dad's big muscular

into Dideteatidh as much as ie°teati°h- Would he answer the door? In a minute, arms, smelling his breath, feeling the rasp

His Wite Qete him ter the tdrrner; YOU Qet oiled in his lock, his tits red where he had of his nine-o'clock-stubble, I watched

him forthe latter! removed the clothespins, this hot Daddy what seemed to me then to be the whole

MY ihdet Unuedai DaddY iived aerdss stuck his head around the partially open safe warm world, as we rocked back and

the lane frorn rne On a srnaii One-Way San door. forth on that porch, the lights across the

Francisco cul-de-sac My second tlccr He looked at me. He said nothing. A street and down the block rising and fall-

studio looked directly into his seeend question in his eyes. ing like tiny ships brightly lit out on the

floor flat. For six months I watched his Alllsaid was,“l've come to help." dark sea of endless night.

wife leave for her shift as a nurse White he We made love like tigers in the nursery Nothing has ever, will ever feel like that

hablfeat their teurteen-menth-Old s0n- with his baby son asleep in a toy-filled again. But to come close to that feeling

Alene With the Kid aeieep ih the Othet playpen in the livingroom. The fact he was with another man who is a Daddy. or who

room, Daddy without pulling the shades a Daddy with his son asleep in the other plays Daddy, sometimes can be almost

stripped hilhseit naked. Pulled On hisl0ei<- room made the Verboten Vater hotter. Be- enough to keep those summer evenings.

shale ahd iaeed Sideways te the Windew sides sometimes Daddies for all their and him.alive forever.

into a mirror, jerking himself slowly Ott. genuine love for wives and children still 1981Dr.Jack Fritscher no
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